MLK Day offers multitude of campus events
By Ron Podell
"Speaking Truth to Power" is the
theme for this year's version of Eastern
Michigan University's week-long cel
ebration of Martin King, Jr. Activities
honoring the slain civil rights leader are
scheduled Jan. 15-20.
Keynote speaker Manning Marable
will highlight event. Marable, a profes
sor of history and political science at
Columbia University, will speak briefly
at the President's Luncheon, scheduled
at noon in the Convocation Center. He
will follow that with a one-hour lecture
at 3 p.m. in Pease Auditorium.
While Marable headlines the tribute
to King, there are more than 30 other
activities scheduled Jan. 20, and in the
days leading up to the celebration.
"All activities are in the spirit and
sense of Dr. King questioning, encour
aging reflection and, perhaps, even
change and action," said Jessica
Alexander, co-chair of the MLK 2003 REMEMBERING KING: Eastern
Michigan University will celebrate MarCommittee and assistant professor of
tin Luther King, Jr.'s legacy Jan. 15-20.
communication and theatre arts.
The schedule is as follows:
• "Black, Lesbian, Gay and the
Transgendered Experience in America:
VVednesday,Jan. 15
Race, Class & Sexual Orientation," a
video presentation and discussion facili
• Second Annual Martin Luther tated by INDIGO and the American
King, Jr. Heritage Celebration, 11: 30 Friends Service Committee, 7 p.m.,
a.m.-1 p.m., Dining Commons ONE. Multicultural Lounge.
Guests include professor Heather Neff,
the EMU Gospel Choir and the EMU Thursday, Jan 16
Jazz Ensemble.

• Black Students Organization As
sociation Dinner, 7 p.m., Ballroom,
McKenny Union. Guest speakers include
LaToya Holmes, EMU alumni and local
business owner, and Derrick Davis, pro
gram coordinator of EMU' s freshman
mentorship program. Semi-formal dress.
Friday, Jan. 17
• Color of Drums, a celebration of
spoken word, movement and song, 8
p.m., Pease Auditorium. Coordinated by
the Poetry Society.
• Lock-in, Rec/lM second and third
floors, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. Highlights include
Diversion Dance Troupe, staff/student
basketball tournament, speak-out ses
sions and a rap session.
• Danceorations!, the annual EMU
dance faculty concert celebrates free
dom of expression, 8 p.m., Quirk The
atre. The performance will be dedicated
to Mohammed Khordian, a dancer under
house arrest in Iran. Tickets are $10 for
faculty and $8 for students. For tickets,
call 487-1221.
Saturday. Jan. 18
• Hip Hop Explosion, 7 p.m., Pease
Auditorium. The event includes the
Fourth Annual Student Talent Competi
tion, a performance of Amiri Barak.a's
SEE MLK, page 3
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By Carol Anderson
Glenn Deckert may have
felt like Bob Hope and Bing
Crosby in one of their road
movies.
The two famous actors
appeared in several movies
that chronicled their unfore
seen adventures in exotic
locales while on a nightclub
tour. Deckert ran into some
unexpected obstacles of his
own while teaching in Qatar
on a Fulbright Scholarship
during winter term 2002.
Qatar (pronounced cut
ter) is a tiny peninsula coun
try bordered by Saudi Arabia
and the Persian Gulf.
Deckert's agenda: to spend
five months as a teacher/
trainer at Qatar University
in the capital city of Doha.
Things didn't quite work
out as Deckert, an associate
professor in the department
of foreign languages and
bilingual studies, had
planned. But due to his abil
ity to adapt, he was able to
shrug off that setback, ac
cept a new teaching assign-

ROAD TO QATAR: Glenn Deckert, an associate professor
of foreign languages and bilingual studies, reviews a map
of Qatar, a country bordered by Saudi Arabia and the
Persian Gulf. Deckert spent winter term 2002 there teach
ing on a Fulbright Scholarship.

ment and, ultimately, gain a
better understanding of
Quataris and their educational
system.
But first things first.
Deckert's original plans
were to teach English as a
foreign language to univer
sity students and local school
teachers
through
the
university's College of Edu-

cation.
However, upon arrival, he
was greatly surprised that the
Departmentof Education was
closed.
The administration told
him that few Qataris were in
terested in teaching and that
the schools in the country were
well supplied with teachers
from other countries.

"Teaching is not a highly
regarded field in Qatar.
There aren't a great number
of people with doctoral de
grees in Qatar so most uni
versity professors are from
Jordan, Egypt, Syria and
other surrounding Arab
countries," Deckert said.
"An international job or
managerial position is much
more prestigious."
After those plans were
dashed, Deckert had hoped
to consult with the dean of
graduate programs on the
long-range development of
an English language gradu
ate program at the univer
sity.
But those plans, too, fell
by the wayside. The dean
said the university was not
yet ready for the program.
Undaunted, Deckert
adapted to his new assign
ment in the English depart
ment. There, he taught an
oral communication skills
class to women and a writSEE QATAR, page 4
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2002 Presidential Scholars
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� Scholarship winners come from all over Michigan, Ohio
By Summer Wilhelm
EDITOR'S NOTE: There are 15 Presidential
Scholars for 2002. The first five were published in
the Jan. 7 issue of FOCUS EMU. The third part of
this story will be published in the Jan. 21 issue.
The Board of Regents honored Eastern Michi
gan University's 2002 Presidential Scholarship
recipients during its regular meeting Nov. 19,
2002.
The scholarship is a four-year award that pays
for30 credithours (15 per semester) peryearofin
state tuition, housing, food allowance and manda
tory fees.
Students who receive the scholarships must
live in University residence halls the first two
years of the award, complete at least 15 credit
hours per semester and maintain a 3.5 GPA.
Scholarship recipients are selected during
EMU's annual Presidential Scholarship Competi
tion. Awards arebasedon a competitiveexam. To
compete, high school seniors must have either a
3.7 GPA or a 3.5 to 3.69 GPA with a minimum 25
ACT or 1,150 SAT. Each scholarship winner also
must complete a successful interview.
There are usually 10 Presidential Scholars each
year, but 15 students were found deserving of the
honor in 2002.
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Adam Foster (Cincinnati, Ohio)
Adam Foster always had plans to come to
Eastern Michigan University. His move was made
that much easier when he learned
he was the recipient of a Presi
dential Scholarship. Even though
it was a big help, the scholarship
award wasn'tFoster's main rea
son for attending EMU.
"Eastern has in-state tuition
for Ohio residents and is cheaper
than other colleges,"Foster said.
"Even ifl didn't get the scholar
Foster
ship, I would have come."
Foster, who took several AP
classes at Northwest High School, said he wasn't
too worried about his scholarship test score.
"I knew I did pretty well. It only seemed like
a multiple choice on an AP test. I had experience
already," Foster said.
He also noted that he was glad the scholarship
committee was fair about choosing the winners.
"It's good they don't necessarily look for the
class valedictorian," he said. "It's nice that they're
looking for someone well-rounded, who balances
everything out."
In addition to his studies,Foster was a leader in
many organizations and activities. He was vice
president of the high school's Student Senate,
drum major of the marching band, treasurer and
president of the Northwest International Society
and a member of the Academic Quiz Team for
four years.
Foster plans to major in biology and is consid
ering going into the research field.
Rebecca Knight (Bay City, Mich.)
LikeFoster, Rebecca Knight saw the Presiden
tial Scholarship as a great opportunity. But with or
without the scholarship, she admits EMU was still
her school.

Presidential Scholars receive a
four-year award that pays for 30
credit hours (15 per semester)
per year of in-state tuition, hous
ing, food allowance and manda
tory fees. Students who receive
scholarships must live in univer
sity residence halls the first two
years of the award, complete at
least 15 credit hours per semes
ter and maintain a 3.5 GPA.
"When it came down to it, I was going to come
here," she said. "I feel that being involved in
smaller class sizes and having a
moreflexiblecurriculum will only
better my educational experience.
I think that working with such a
special program will enable me
to enhance my social and educa
tional skills, something that will
be essential to me in today's fast
paced world."
Knight graduated third in her
Knight
class at Bay City Central High
School with a 4.12 GPA. While at Bay City, she
was involved in a number of extracurricular school
activities. She campaigned for the Ralph Nader/
Winona LaDuke Campaign, where she organized
the distribution of information materials in her
local community. She also has been involved in
Bay City Central's art club; was a member of the
debate team; the National English Society, and the
National Honor Society.
When Knight isn't attending classes or working
hard on her homework, she can usually be found on
the computer, reading a book or creating artwork.
Erin Loomer (Novi, Mich.)
Erin Loomer had some unique experiences when
she attended Novi High School, including creating
an award-winning Web page and traveling to Ger
many.
As a sophomore, she was given
the opportunity, along with two
other students, to create a Web
page that chronicled the stories of
World War II veterans.
The Web page won an award
from the Michigan Education
Association for being the first of
its kind. Other communities are
Loomer
now mimicking the project,
Loomer said.
During her junior year,
Loomer traveled to Germany with 10 other stu
dents for half the school year.
"Having gone to Germany with no proficiency
in the language whatsoever and returning fluent
enough to carry on full conversations without so
much as a pause, I learned that teaching language is
important," she said.
After returning from Germany, Loomer held an
after-school job where she taught English to Japa-

nese children.
When Loomer graduates from EMU, she hopes
to get a job as an English as a Second Language
(ESOL) instructor in Japan.
Robert Murkowski (Saline, Mich.)
Robert Murkowski had many interests at Saline
High School and participated in numerous clubs
and activities. Not only was he a member of the
men's choral group, math club, computer club,
drama club and Spanish club, Murkowski was also
involved in the LIFE church youth group and
served as sergeant-at-arms in an athletic club.
To top it off, he was involved in the Young
Democrats of America Chapter
in Saline and was awarded the
Paul Tsongas Award for most
valuable member of the club.
Murkowski didn't choose to
come to Eastern Michigan solely
because of his award.
"The scholarship was a partial
reason," he explained. "Also,
there was the convenience of how
close it was to home and the size Murkowski
of the school."
Murkowski feels assured that he made a good
choice in deciding on Eastern.
"This is a nice community of people. It's a nice
school and it's been fun," he said. "The scholarship
is a great opportunity to have some kids be able to
come here."
When Murkowski graduates from EMU, he
plans to attend University of Michigan's law school.
Megan Papke (Allen Park, Mich.)
Megan Papke graduated second in her class at
Allen Park High School with a 4.03 GPA. She had
a firm idea of what she wanted to do with her life
and where she wanted to get her education.
"I wanted to do a special edu
cation major. Eastern's known
for their education program," she
said.
Since she was young, Papke
knew that she wanted to get into
education. But it really hit home
when she trained to become a
counselor at Judson Collin's
United Methodist Church Camp.
Papke
"Throughout the week, we
were able to interact with vari
ous campers," she said. "After spending several
days with a group of handicapped campers, I was
touched to see what an impact we had made. From
elementary school on, I knew that education was
my career goal. However, my summer camp expe
rience motivated me to help those with special
needs."
When Papke graduates, she hopes to get a job
teaching special needs elementary students in a
southeast Michigan school district.
Thus far, Papke said that life at EMU "is a lot
different than high school. There's a lot more
freedom. It's a nice change."
When Papke isn't in class or studying, she can
usually be found at home visiting her family or her
boyfriend. On Saturdays, she works at a floral shop
in Allen Park.

MLK, from page 1
poem, "Somebody BLew Up
America," the Poetry Society
and the Diversion Dance
Troupe.
•Danceorations!,8p.m.,
Quirk Theatre.

Sunday,Jan.19
• Afternoon of Faith, 3
p.m., Roosevelt Auditorium.
"The Meeting," a short play
that examines what ifDr. King
and Malcolm X had met. The
EMU Gospel Choir andDanc
ers with David also perform.
•Danceorations!,2p.m., A RAY OF LIGHT: Eastern Michigan University students
Quirk Theatre.
participate in a candlelight vigil for MLK Day last year.

Monday, Jan. 20
• March with the
Ypsilanti Community, 8
a.m.
• Opening Kick -Off,
"Step, Song and Speech
Breakfast," 9-10 a.m., Ball
room, McKenny Union.The
event includes the Black
Greek Council " Unity Step
Performance," the Diversion
Dance Troupe, and the Con
cert Choir. Speech students,
staff and faculty will read ex
cerpts from King's essays.
Full Sessions, 10:1511:45 a.m., various loca
tions, McKenny Union.
• "Economic and Social
Justice," Tower Room. This
session will explore various
perspectives on economic and
social justice today and in the
past. Panel and discussion.
• "Teaching for Social
Justice in the Classroom,"

Faculty Room. This session
will explore how storytelling
can be an effective classroom
tcol in addressing social in
justices.
• "Arab-American Is
sues in Detroit, Now and
Then," Alumni Room. This
session's goal is to increase
understanding and awareness
of the various peoples, reli
gions and ideologies of the
Arab-American community,
then and now.
• "Creating New Vi
sions: Developing Cultural
Competency," Founders
Room. A colloquium of fac
ulty from the Academic Af
fairs Committee on Diversi
fying the Curriculum Sum
mer Institute will discuss key
note speaker Manning
Marable's idea of structural
racism.
• "The Impact of Tech
nology: A Conversation Be
tween Dr. King and Rosa

.

• For Young People
(ages K-41h grade), Guild
Hall. EMU student storytell
ers, Living Civil Rights Mu
seum,America Reads,Diver
sion Dance Academy and
Ardis Renaissance Academy
perform.
• For Young People (4'h.
6th grades). ''Bridging the
Digital Gap through the Un
derground Railroad,"
10:15-11a.m.,and "Navigat
ing Through Racism," an in
teractive session, 11-11:45
a.m.,locations TBA.

Mini-Sessions A, 10:15-11
a.m.
• "Are We Dreaming:
Parks," Reception Room.
Skit and seminar discussion Did MLK's Dream Include
of how technology could have Gays and Lesbians?"
influenced the impact of a con Intermedia Gallery.
• "Desegregation in
versation between Dr. King
Sports and Society," Gallery
and Rosa Parks.
• "Game of Life," Ball II. An exploration of desegre
room. This interactive session gation in sports and society
explores the issues of race, with an emphasis on the inte
gration of African-American
culture and identity.
• "Who Speaks for Bir players into professional base
mingham?" Gallery I. An ex ball.
ploration of the relationship
between television news and Mini-Sessions B, 11-11:45
the fight for integration. This a.m.
• "My Feminism Ain't
presentation includes a video
and discussion of the 1961 Your Feminism," Intermedia
civil rights struggle in Ala Gallery. This session explores
theoretical differences in
bama.
• "Diversity in Science feminism through a racial
Reports from Academic and lens.
• "A Moment for As
Industry," Huron Room.
Representatives from Pfizer's sessment and Reflection on
Global Research and Devel the Status of Universal Hu
opment program will discuss man Rights," Gallery II. A
programs to enhance minor presentation of a paper which
ity representation in the sci recaptures the 1948 Univer
saI Declaration of Human
ences.

Rights by the United States ffl
w
Assembly.
• President's Lun
cheon, noon-1:30p.m., Con
vocation Center, with key
note speaker Manning
Marable and EMU Presi
dentSamuel A. Kirkpatrick.
Seating begins at 11:30a.m.
For tickets,call 487-2282.
• "Detroit, I Do Mind
Dying: A Study in Urban
Revolution," Convocation
Center Atrium, 1:45-2:45
p.m.
• Keynote speaker
Manning
Marable,
3-4 p.m.,
Pease Au
ditorium.
The EMU
Jazz En
semble
performs.

•

Close UP
Marable
Theater
Troupe
presents "Speaking Truth
to Power," 4:15-4:45 p.m.,
Pease Auditorium.
• Candlelight Walk
from Pease to Multicultural
Center,KingHall,4:45-5:15
p.m.,Pease Auditorium.
• AFTERSET, 5:306:30 p.m., Multicultural
Center, King Hall.
•"The Meeting," a play
directed by Wa1lace Bridges,
7:30 p.m., Roosevelt Audi
torium.
For more information,
call "Decky " Alexander,
487- 3179, or e-mail her at
jdalexa@online.emich.edu.

EMU BY THE NUMBERS ·

The $29.6 million Convocation Center opened in October 19 9 8on the west campus. The 204,316 square-foot facility features three user-friendly levels
- arena,concourse and office. Its versatile seating configurations enable the staff to maximize space usage and tailor the facility to the seating requirements
of special events. Listed below are attendance figures for the different types of events scheduled in the Convocation Center in 2001-02:
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48,620

5,700

(commencement ceremonies)

SPECIAL EVENTS
(Includes luncheons, banquets
dances, circus)

�).

TRADE SHOWS
(job fairs, conventions)

1,097

STADIUM CLUB
(receptions, meetings)
SOURCE: EMU CONVOCATION CENTER
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An Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer

To be considered for vacant
positions, all Promotional Open
ings Application Forms MUST
BE SUBMITTED directly to the
Compensation/Employment Ser
vices Office and received no later
than 5 p.m., Monday, January 20.
NOTE: LATE OR INCOM
PLETE FORMS WlLL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.
Vacancy information may
also be obtained by calling our
24-hour Jobs Line at 487-0016.
Compensation/Employment Ser
vices office hours are Monday Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CLERICALJSECRETARIAL
(Hiring Rate)

CSAA0328 CS05 $26, l l 3 Senior
Secretary, Business and Technol
ogy Education (REPOST).
CSAA0333 CS06 $28,482 Admin
istrative Secretary, College of Edu
cation, Office of the Dean.
PROFESSIONAL/TECHNICAL
(Hmng Mange)

PTEN0303 PT07 $3 l , 1 5 1-36,635
Admissions Officer, Admissions.

PTSA03 16 PT07 $3 1 , 1 5 1-36,635
Career Development Assistant, Ca
reer Services Center. Familiar with
student hiring procedures. Familiar
with Banner and Microsoft Office.
Able to work early a.m. hours before
8 a.m. and afternoon hours past 5
p.m. (some weekends).
PTPR0308 PT09 $40,789-49,775
Research Analyst, Senior Institu
tional Research and Informatio:i
Management.
PTPR0309 PTIO $46,089-56,238
Senior Technical Analyst, Institu
tional Research and lnformatio:i
Management.

FOOD SERVICE/MAINT
(Hiring Rate)

FMBF0329 FM l O $9. 1 8 Custodian/
Housekeeper, Group Leader, Physi
cal Plant, 1 1 p.m.-7:30 am, Sunday
Thursday.
FMBF0327
$9.44
FM l 2
Groundsperson, Physical Plant.
(REPOST), 1 1 p.m.-7:30a.m., Tues
day-Saturday.
ADMIN./PROFESSIONAL
APAA0310 AP14A TBD Associate
Vice President for Extended Pro
grams, Academic Affairs.

Why I teach at
Eastern M ichigan U n iversity

•

'11/ke being in touch witlt the under
--g�uates. They bring a sense of
'
anticipation and fre$h <;Urlosity tc;,
the classroom, eseecially the "UnY" class we
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ouer.

-

.�,

Denise Pilato

Assistant Professor

Department of Interdisciplinary
l'echMfogy
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e have an amazingly diverse student
body at EMU - from health care and
law professionals in their mid -3 0s to
local high school graduates and students from
abroad. They contribute to a dynamic learning
community in each class I teach, which is one
reason I'm continuing my professional career here.
I came to Eastern Michigan in 1998 as an ad
junct professor and became a full-time, tenure
track professor in 2 000. My graduate students in
interdisciplinarytechnologyimpressmewiththeir
in-depth research and unique paper topics, such
as the history of the electric chair. It's hard to
choose only two students for the Graduate Sym
posium because of their competitive, high-qual -

ity work.
I also like being in touch with the undergraduates.
They bring a sense of anticipation and fresh curiosity
to the classroom, especially in the "Understanding
Technology" course we offer. I tell them they don't
have to negate fun to learn. And they don' t.
In addition, I enjoy outstanding support for my
teaching and research. I've developed a number of
courses and have the full backing of the University,
college and department for my grant application to
create a digital image library of women inventors.

'

APPR0307 AP08 $34,482-41,396
Associate Director for Special Events
and Public Engagement, University
Marketing and Communications.

QATAR, from page 1
ing course in technical com
munications to male engineer
ing students.
Deckert, who has taught
internationally for many
years, also adjusted to the
ways of campus life at Qatar
University. The women were
veiled, except in class. The
campus of 10, 000 students
(two-thirds are female) is
sharply divided into female
and male sections. To main
tain that division,the univer
sity had two libraries and two
of every department.
Since women are mostly
homebound or escorted ev
erywhere, they have less free
dom and fewer distractions.
As a result, they tend to be
more motivated and better stu
dents,Deckert said. Motiva
tion was a problem for other
students. Part of the problem
is that Qatar,an oil -rich coun
try, guarantees graduates em
ployment for life.
"This undercuts motiva
tion, " Deckert said. "A con
stant worry among professors
is that students don't have to
excel to succeed in life. "
Deckert also led work
shops for teachers on subjects
such as motivating students to
read for pleasure,developing
objectives and teaching gram
mar.
" In observing colleagues
(teaching),I was greatly im
pressed. They had a wide
range of styles," he said.
Deckert also developed
questionnaires for faculty and
students about a student-cen
tered approach to teaching.
The style gives students a
more active role in learning,
Deckert said. The results in
dicated that,in theory, instruc
tors favored a student-cen
tered approach,Deckert said.
Still,many teachers followed
traditional teaching in the
classroom. This was either by
default or due to the learned
passivity of the students, he
said.
"I had all kinds of chal
lenges in Qatar," said Deckert.
"The people were very kind
to me and I gained a fresh
appreciation for the many
unpredictables that our inter
national students face. "
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